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Trends in Age-specific Mortality Rate (1965, 1985, 2009)
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Comparisons among the age-specific mortality rates in 1965,
1985, and 2009 revealed that cancer mortality rate for 50-69
years old decreased, while that for the elderly (males 80+ and fe-
males 85+ years old) increased. The improved diagnosis of cancer
in elderly people may have contributed to the increase.

Site-specific trends are as follows.
[Esophagus] No clear pattern was seen for males, and a de-

crease in female mortality rate for ages 65-84 years was seen.
[Stomach] A decrease in mortality rate was seen for almost

all age groups among both sexes.
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Source : Center for Cancer Control and Information Services, National Cancer Center, Japan (http.//ganjoho.ncc.gojp/professional/statistics/statistics. htmi)
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[Colon/rectum] A clear increase in mortality rate for colon
cancer was seen between 1965 and 1985 among middle and old
age groups for both males and females.

[Liver] A peak in mortality rate was seen among males aged
50-59 years in 1985 and males aged 70-79 in 2009. These gener-
ations correspond to the early 1930’s birth year cohort, and have
been reported to have a high prevalence of hepatitis C virus in-
fection.

[Gallbladder and bile ducts] An increase in mortality rate
between 1965 and 1985 was clear among middle and old age
group for both males and females.
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[Pancreas] An increase in mortality rate between 1965 and
1985 was clear among middle and old age group for both males
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and females.
[Lung] For males, a rapid increase in mortality rate was seen
among middle and old age group between 1965 and 1985, and
among ages 80 or older between 1985 and 2009. For females,
an increase was seen among ages 65 or older between 1965 and
1985. A small drop in mortality rate was seen among males
aged 70-74 in 2009. This generation corresponds to the late
1930’s birth cohort, and reportedly has a low prevalence of ever-
smoking.
[Prostate] A clear increase in mortality rate was seen among
middle and old age groups.
[Breast (females)] An increase in mortality rate among
temales aged 35 years or older was seen. Especially, the increase
among ages 50-64 was rapid.
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[Uterus] A clear decrease in mortality rate was seen among
middle and old age groups (except 80+ years old), while a slight
increase was seen among 30-44 age groups.

[Ovary] A clear increase in mortality rate was seen between
1965 and 1985 among middle and old age groups.

[Malignant lymphoma] An increase in mortality rate for
both males and females was seen among 60 years or older age
groups between 1965 and 1985, and among 75 years or older age
groups between 1985 and 2009.

[Leukemia] Mortality rate was higher among young age
groups (under 30 years old) as compared with other cancer sites,
but a decreasing was seen for those age groups. On the other
hand, an increase was seen among 70 years or older age groups.



