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Preface

As the underlying cause of death shifted from communicable diseases to so-called life style
related diseases in Japan, the proportion of al deaths attributable to neoplastic diseases increased
making malignancy the leading cause of death since 1981. Because of this trend, administrative
policies focused on controlling neoplastic diseases have been conducted by the Japanese
Government with the highest priority. Neoplasms have been identified as the most horrendous and
distressing enemy of all mankind and global projects to put these diseases under control must be
planned. Against this background, the Japanese Government launched a “ Comprehensive 10-Y ear
Strategy for Cancer Control” in 1983. With the aim of this program being the elucidation of the
nature of cancer, the first 10-year term was completed with excellent results including the
discovery of oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes, and establishment and demonstration of the
concept of multistage carcinogenesis. In 1994 the next program, entitled the “Second Term
Comprehensive 10-Year Strategy for Cancer Control” started with newly organized research
groups in order, in addition to extending basic research on the elucidation of the nature of cancer, to
apply itsresultsto prevention and clinical studies.

Analyzing the present status of cancer epidemiology based on proper descriptive studies is of
primary importance to promoting the most appropriate administrative policies. For this purpose,
the Foundation for Promotion of Cancer Research has been publishing “Cancer Statistics in Japan”
biennially not only for cancer specialists but also for the lay public. One can comprehend the
dynamic cancer trends in Japan by reviewing past editions of Cancer Statistics in Japan. With the
hope that the administrative policies against cancer will steadily progress with understanding of the
present status of cancer epidemiology and by utilizing the fruits of the two 10-Y ears Strategies for
Cancer Control, the 2003 edition of Cancer Statistics in Japan is presented here.
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