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Survival Rate, Data from Population-based Cancer Registries (Diagnosed in 1997-99)

5-year Relative Survival, Both Sexes (major sites)
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$5-year relative survival rate for cancer patients diagnosed in 1997-99 was 54% in population-based cancer
registry.
$Survival rates were high for breast (females), uterus, testis and thyroid.
$Survival rates were low for esophagus, liver, lung, gallbladder, pancreas, multiple myeloma, and leukaemia.
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(1) Major sites

According to data from cancer registries in 6 prefectures (Mi-
yagi, Yamagata, Niigata, Fukui, Osaka, and Nagasaki), the 5-year
relative survival rate for cancer patientsl) diagnosed in 1997-99
was 54%. The 5-year relative survival rates for cancer of the
stomach, colon, and rectum were slightly higher than that of all-
cancers, ranging from 62% to 69%. Cancer of the breast and cer-
vix uteri, corpus uteri, and prostate showed higher survival rates
(ranging from 72% to 86%), while esophagus, liver, and lung
showed lower survival rates, ranging from 23% to 32%.
(2)  Other sites and childhood cancer

Cancer of the Larynx and Bladder showed relatively high
5-year relative survival rates around 76%, and cancer of the testis
and thyroid showed even higher survival (over 90%). Gallblad-
der, pancreas, multiple myeloma, and leukemia showed low sur-
vival rates ranging from 7% to 33%.
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Note : 1) Primary cancer only. Carcinoma in situ and mucosal cancer cases of colon/rectum were excluded. In the case of multiple cancers, only the first-diagnosed

cancer was analyzed.
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(3) Distribution of stage at diagnosis

According to data from cancer registries in 6 prefectures (Mi-
yagi, Yamagata, Niigata, Fukui, Osaka, and Nagasaki), cancer
classified as “localized” accounted for 45-51% for stomach, co-
lon, rectum, liver, and cervix uteri, 54% and 64% for breast and
corpus uteri, respectively, and 25% for lung cancer.
(4) 5-year relative survival rate, by stage

The 5-year relative survival rates for “localized” cancer of the
stomach, colon, rectum, breast, uterus, and prostate were high,
ranging from 92% to 98%, while for liver and lung even “local-
ized” cancer showed low survival rates (33% and 69%, respective-
ly). The survival rates for “regional” cancer of the stomach, co-
lon, rectum, uterus, and prostate ranged from 40% to 79%, while
those for liver and lung were 10% and 19%, respectively. The sur-
vival rates for cancer classified as “distant” were lower than 10%,
except for breast, uterus, and prostate.
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