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Preface

We would like to thank for the cooperation of parties concerned in publishing cancer statistics
2015 version.

This book has been published as “comprehensive cancer statistics” and read by many people since
1974.

“Cancer statistics,” published to date, contain valuable information, demonstrating changes in
Japanese cancer statuses and reaffirming the importance of cancer control based on their accurate
understanding.

Various types of cancer statistics, included in this book, are important in planning, promoting,
and evaluating cancer control. Hence, we hope many people utilize them to promote cancer control.

We thank the editorial committee for their cooperation in editing this book.
March 2016

Chairman, Board of Directors
Shozo Takayama, M.D.
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History of Cancer Control in Japan
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K 1963 Subsidy for cancer research by Ministry of Health and Welfare started \
1981 Cancer became the leading cause of death
1984 Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control (~1993)

1994 New 10-year Strategy to Overcome Cancer (~2003)

2004 The 3rd-term Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control (~2013)

2005 May. Headquarters of Cancer Control in Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW)
2005 Aug. Action Plan 2005 for Promotion of Cancer Control

2006 Jun. Cancer Control Act approved

2007 Apr. Cancer Control Act implemented

2007 Jun. Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs approved

2009 Jul. Headquarters of 50% Cancer Screening Rate (MHLW)

2012 Jun. Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs revised

2013 Dec. Cancer Registration Promotion Act was enacted.

2014 Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control was developed (~2023)

2015 Jun. Organization of Cancer Summit /

2015 Dec. Development of "Acceleration plan for cancer control"

- Cancer has been the leading cause of death in Japan since 1981. The Japanese government implemented the Comprehensive 10-year

Strategy for Cancer Control (1984-1993) and the New 10-year Strategy to Overcome Cancer (1994-2003) to tackle cancer. Since
2004, the 3rd-term Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control has been implemented in order to promote cancer research
and disseminate high-quality cancer medical services, with the slogan “Drastic reduction in cancer morbidity and mortality”.

+In May 2005, the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) developed the Headquarters of Cancer Control in order

to promote multidisciplinary activity for comprehensive cancer control, and launched the Action Plan 2005 for Promotion of Cancer
Control in August.



+ In June 2006, the Cancer Control Act was approved and the law has been implemented since April 2007. Based on this law, the Basic
Plan to Promote Cancer Control programs was discussed by the Cancer Control Promotion Council and approved by the Japanese
Cabinet in June 2007.

+ In July 2009, the Japanese MHLW developed the Headquarters of 50% Cancer Screening Rate to promote multidisciplinary activity
for cancer screening.

* In June 2012, the Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs was revised based on the discussion at the Cancer Control
Promotion Council and three expert committees under the council.

* In December 2013, Cancer Registration Promotion Act was approved, and is being prepared to be implemented through discussion by
the Cancer Registration Group established in June 2014.

- As a novel cancer research strategy based on the Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs, Comprehensive 10-year Strategy
for Cancer Control was enacted in March 2014, with the approval of the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Minister of Health,
Labour and Welfare, and Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, in order to promote cancer research in cooperation with patients
and society, targeting cancer eradication, prevention, and coexistence.
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Source : Division of Cancer Control and Health Promotion, Health Services Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
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Cancer Control Act and Budget for Cancer Control
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Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs (Approved in Jun. 2012)
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