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1963 Subsidy for cancer research by Ministry of Health and Welfare started
1981 Cancer became the leading cause of death
1984 Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control (～1993)
1994 New 10-year Strategy to Overcome Cancer (～2003)
2004 The 3rd-term Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control (～2013)
2005  May. Headquarters of Cancer Control in Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) 
2005  Aug. Action Plan 2005 for Promotion of Cancer Control
2006  Jun. Cancer Control Act enacted
2007  Apr. Cancer Control Act implemented
2007  Jun. Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs formulated
2009  Jul. Headquarters of 50% Cancer Screening Rate (MHLW)
2012  Jun. Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs revised
2013 Dec. Cancer Registration Promotion Act was enacted.
2014 Mar. Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control formulated (～2023)
2015  Jun. Organization of Cancer Summit
2015 Dec. Formulation of "Acceleration plan for cancer control"
2016 Jan. Enforcement of Cancer Registration Promotion Act was implemented.
2016 Dec. Amendment and implementation of a law to revise a part of the Cancer Control Act
2016 Dec. Organization of Cancer Genome Medical Forum 2016
2018 Mar. Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs revised

資料：厚生労働省健康局がん・疾病対策課
Source : Cancer and Disease control Division, Health Services Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare

・ Cancer has been the leading cause of death in Japan since 1981. �e Japanese government formulated the Comprehensive 10-year 
Strategy for Cancer Control (1984-1993) and the New 10-year Strategy to Overcome Cancer (1994-2003) to tackle cancer. Since  
2004, the 3rd-term Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control has been implemented in order to promote cancer research 
and disseminate high-quality cancer medical services, with the slogan “Drastic reduction in cancer morbidity and mortality”. 

・ In May 2005, the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) developed the Headquarters of Cancer Control in order 
to promote multidisciplinary activity for comprehensive cancer control, and formulated the Action Plan 2005 for Promotion of Cancer 
Control in August. 

・ In June 2006, the Cancer Control Act was enacted and the law has been implemented since April 2007. Based on this law, the Basic 
Plan to Promote Cancer Control programs was discussed by the Cancer Control Promotion Council and approved by the Japanese 
Cabinet in June 2007. 

・ In July 2009, the Japanese MHLW developed the Headquarters of 50% Cancer Screening Rate to promote multidisciplinary activity 
for cancer screening.

・ In June 2012, the Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs was revised based on the discussion at the Cancer Control 
Promotion Council and three expert committees under the council.

・ In December 2013, Cancer Registration Promotion Act was enacted, and is being prepared to be implemented through discussion by 
the Cancer Registration Group established in June 2014.

・ As a novel cancer research strategy based on the Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs, Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for 
Cancer Control was formulated in March 2014, with the approval of the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Minister of Health, 
Labour and Welfare, and Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, in order to promote cancer research in cooperation with patients 
and society, targeting cancer eradication, prevention, and coexistence.

・ In December 2015, the “Acceleration plan for cancer control” was formulated on three areas of “prevention,” “treatment/research,” and 
“coexistence with cancer.”
・ In November 2016, a bill was submitted to revise a part of the Cancer Control Act, which was enacted and implemented in December.
・ In December 2016, with a goal to conquer cancer, the Genome Medical Forum 2016 was organized to provide an opportunity to 

reconstruct the cancer medical system from the viewpoints of patients, survivors, and their families.
・ �e Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs was decided by the Cabinet in March, 2018 based on discussion by the Cancer 

Control Promotion Council.










